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for more mfor;mlzon, p/eafe contact m/ﬂe@aam.ocg ! E !g| Universities

The VALUE rubrics were developed by teams of faculty experts representing colleges and universities across the United States through a process that examined many existing campus rubrics
and related documents for each learning outcome and incorporated additional feedback from faculty. The rubrics articulate fundamental criteria for each learning outcome, with performance descriptors
demonstrating progressively more sophisticated levels of attainment. The rubrics are intended for institutional-level use in evaluating and discussing student learning, not for grading, The core
expectations articulated in all 15 of the VALUE rubrics can and should be translated into the language of individual campuses, disciplines, and even courses. The utility of the VALUE rubrics is to
position learning at all undergraduate levels within a basic framework of expectations such that evidence of learning can by shared nationally through a common dialog and understanding of student
SUCCESS.

Definition
Creative thinking is both the capacity to combine or synthesize existing ideas, images, or expertise in original ways and the experience of thinking, reacting, and working in an imaginative way
characterized by a high degree of innovation, divergent thinking, and risk taking,

Framing Language

Creative thinking, as it is fostered within higher education, must be distinguished from less focused types of creativity such as, for example, the creativity exhibited by a small child’s drawing,
which stems not from an understanding of connections, but from an ignorance of boundaries. Creative thinking in higher education can only be expressed productively within a particular domain. The
student must have a strong foundation in the strategies and skills of the domain in order to make connections and synthesize. While demonstrating solid knowledge of the domain's parameters, the
creative thinker, at the highest levels of performance, pushes beyond those boundaries in new; unique, or atypical recombinations, uncovering or critically perceiving new syntheses and using or
recognizing creative risk-taking to achieve a solution.

The Creative Thinking VALUE Rubric is intended to help faculty assess creative thinking in a broad range of transdisciplinary or interdisciplinary work samples or collections of work. The
rubric is made up of a set of attributes that are common to creative thinking across disciplines. Examples of work samples or collections of work that could be assessed for creative thinking may
include research papers, lab reports, musical compositions, a mathematical equation that solves a problem, a prototype design, a reflective piece about the final product of an assignment, or other
academic works. The work samples or collections of work may be completed by an individual student or a group of students.

Glossary
The definitions that follow were developed to clarify terms and concepts used in this rubric only.
. Exemplar: A model or pattern to be copied or imitated (quoted from www.dictionary.reference.com/ browse/ exemplar).
. Domain: Field of study or activity and a sphere of knowledge and influence.
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CREATIVE THINKING VALUE RUBRIC

Jfor more information, please contact valne@aacn.org

Definition

Association

AJA
(]

of American
Colleges and
Universities

Creative thinking is both the capacity to combine or synthesize existing ideas, images, or expertise in original ways and the experience of thinking, reacting, and working in an imaginative way characterized by a high degree
of innovation, divergent thinking, and risk taking

Evaluators are encouraged to assign a zero to any work sample or collection of work that does not meet benchmark (cell one) level performance.

Capstone
4

Milestones

3

2

Benchmark

1

Acquiring Competencies

This step refers to acquiring strategies and skills
within a particular domain.

Reflect: Evaluates creative process and
product using domain-appropriate criteria.

Create: Creates an entirely new object,
solution or idea that is appropriate to the
domain.

Adapt: Successfully adapts an appropriate
exemplar to his/ her own specifications.

Model: Successtully reproduces an
appropriate exemplar.

Taking Risks

May include personal risk (fear of embarrassment
or rejection) or risk of failure in successfully
completing assignment, i.e. going beyond original
parameters of assignment, introducing new
materials and forms, tackling controversial topics,
adyocating unpopular ideas or solutions.

Actively seeks out and follows through on
untested and potentially risky directions or
approaches to the assignment in the final
product.

Incorporates new directions or approaches
to the assignment in the final product.

Considers new directions or approaches
without going beyond the guidelines of the

assignment.

Stays strictly within the guidelines of the
assignment.

Solving Problems

Not only develops a logical, consistent plan
to solve problem, but recognizes
consequences of solution and can articulate
reason for choosing solution.

Having selected from among alternatives,
develops a logical, consistent plan to solve
the problem.

Considers and rejects less acceptable
approaches to solving problem.

Only a single approach is considered and is
used to solve the problem.

Embracing Contradictions

Integrates alternate, divergent, or
contradictory perspectives or ideas fully.

Incorporates alternate, divergent, or
contradictory perspectives or ideas in a
exploratory way.

Includes (recognizes the value of) alternate,
divergent, or contradictory perspectives or
ideas in a small way.

Acknowledges (mentions in passing)
alternate, divergent, or contradictory
perspectives or ideas.

Innovative Thinking

Novelty or uniqueness (of idea, claim, question,
form, etc.)

Extends a novel or unique idea, question,
format, or product to create new knowledge
or knowledge that crosses boundaries.

Creates a novel or unique idea, question,
format, or product.

E xperiments with creating a novel or unique
idea, question, format, or product.

Reformulates a collection of available ideas.

Connecting, Synthesizing, Transforming

Transforms ideas or solutions into entirely
new forms.

Synthesizes ideas or solutions into a
coherent whole.

Connects ideas or solutions in novel ways.

Recognizes existing connections among
ideas or solutions.
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The VALUE rubrics were developed by teams of faculty experts representing colleges and universities across the United States through a process that examined many existing campus rubrics
and related documents for each learning outcome and incorporated additional feedback from faculty. The rubrics articulate fundamental criteria for each learning outcome, with performance descriptors
demonstrating progressively more sophisticated levels of attainment. The rubrics are intended for institutional-level use in evaluating and discussing student learning, not for grading, The core
expectations articulated in all 15 of the VALUE rubrics can and should be translated into the language of individual campuses, disciplines, and even courses. The utility of the VALUE rubrics is to
position learning at all undergraduate levels within a basic framework of expectations such that evidence of learning can by shared nationally through a common dialog and understanding of student
SUCCESS.

Definition
E thical Reasoning is reasoning about right and wrong human conduct. It requires students to be able to assess their own ethical values and the social context of problems, recognize ethical
issues in a variety of settings, think about how different ethical perspectives might be applied to ethical dilemmas and consider the ramifications of alternative actions. Students’ ethical self identity
evolves as they practice ethical decision-making skills and learn how to describe and analyze positions on ethical issues.

Framing Language
This rubric is intended to help faculty evaluate work samples and collections of work that demonstrate student learning about ethics. Although the goal of a liberal education should be to help
students turn what they’ve learned in the classroom into action, pragmatically it would be difficult, if not impossible, to judge whether or not students would act ethically when faced with real ethical
situations. What can be evaluated using a rubric is whether students have the intellectual tools to make ethical choices.
The rubric focuses on five elements: Ethical Self Awareness, E thical Issue Recognition, Understanding Different E thical Perspectives/ Concepts, Application of Ethical Principles, and
Evaluation of Different Ethical Perspectives/ Concepts. Students’ Ethical Self Identity evolves as they practice ethical decision-making skills and learn how to describe and analyze positions on ethical
issues. Presumably, they will choose ethical actions when faced with ethical issues.

Glossary

The definitions that follow were developed to clarify terms and concepts used in this rubric only.
. Core Beliefs: Those fundamental principles that consciously or unconsciously influence one's ethical conduct and ethical thinking. Even when unacknowledged, core beliefs shape one's
responses. Core beliefs can reflect one's environment, religion, culture or training. A person may or may not choose to act on their core beliefs.
. Ethical Perspectives/ concepts: The different theoretical means through which ethical issues are analyzed, such as ethical theories (e.g, utilitarian, natural law; virtue) or ethical concepts (e.g,,
rights, justice, duty).
. Complex, multi-layered (gray) context: The sub-parts or situational conditions of a scenario that bring two or more ethical dilemmas (issues) into the mix/ problem/ context/ for student's
identification.
. Cross-relationships among the issues: Obvious or subtle connections between/ among the sub-parts or situational conditions of the issues present in a scenario (e.g, relationship of production

of corn as part of climate change issue).
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Definition

A A Association

of American

A Colleges and
Universities

Ethical Reasoning is reasoning about right and wrong human conduct. It requires students to be able to assess their own ethical values and the social context of problems, recognize ethical issues in a variety of settings, think about
how different ethical perspectives might be applied to ethical dilemmas, and consider the ramifications of alternative actions. Students’ ethical self-identity evolves as they practice ethical decision-making skills and learn how to describe and

analyze positions on ethical issues.

Evaluators are encouraged to assign a zero to any work sample or collection of work that does not meet benchmark (cell one) level performance.

Capstone

4

Milestones

3

2

Benchmark

1

Ethical Self-Awareness

Student discusses in detail/ analyzes both core
beliefs and the origins of the core beliefs and
discussion has greater depth and clarity.

Student discusses in detail/ analyzes both core
beliefs and the origins of the core beliefs.

Student states both core beliefs and the origins
of the core beliefs.

Student states either their core beliefs or
articulates the origins of the core beliefs but
not both.

Understanding Different Ethical
Perspectives/Concepts

Student names the theory or theories, can
present the gist of said theory or theories, and
accurately explains the details of the theory or
theories used.

Student can name the major theory or theories
she/ he uses, can present the gist of said
theory or theories, and attempts to explain the
details of the theory or theories used, but has
some inaccuracies.

Student can name the major theory she/ he
uses, and is only able to present the gist of the
named theory.

Student only names the major theory she/ he
uses.

Ethical Issue Recognition

Student can recognize ethical issues when
presented in a complex, multilayered (gray)
context AND can recognize cross-
relationships among the issues.

Student can recognize ethical issues when
issues are presented in a complex, multilayered
(gray) context OR can grasp cross-
relationships among the issues.

Student can recognize basic and obvious
ethical issues and grasp (incompletely) the
complexities or interrelationships among the
issues.

Student can recognize basic and obvious
ethical issues but fails to grasp complexity or
interrelationships.

Application of Ethical
Perspectives/Concepts

Student can independently apply ethical
perspectives/ concepts to an ethical question,
accurately, and is able to consider full
implications of the application.

Student can independently (to a new example)
apply ethical perspectives/ concepts to an
ethical question, accurately, but does not
consider the specific implications of the
application.

Student can apply ethical

perspectives/ concepts to an ethical question,
independently (to a new example) and the
application is inaccurate.

Student can apply ethical

perspectives/ concepts to an ethical question
with support (using examples, in a class, in a
group, or a fixed-choice setting) but is unable
to apply ethical perspectives/ concepts
independently (to a new example.).

Evaluation of Different Ethical
Perspectives/Concepts

Student states a position and can state the
objections to, assumptions and implications of
and can reasonably defend against the
objections to, assumptions and implications of
different ethical perspectives/ concepts, and
the student's defense is adequate and effective.

Student states a position and can state the
objections to, assumptions and implications
of, and respond to the objections to,
assumptions and implications of different
ethical perspectives/ concepts, but the
student's response is inadequate.

Student states a position and can state the
objections to, assumptions and implications of
different ethical perspectives/ concepts but
does not respond to them (and ultimately
objections, assumptions, and implications are
compartmentalized by student and do not
affect student's position.)

Student states a position but cannot state the
objections to and assumptions and limitations
of the different perspectives/ concepts.
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- . of American
for more information, please contact value@aacu.org Colleges and

Universities

Definition
Global learning is a critical analysis of and an engagement with complex, interdependent global systems and legacies (such as natural, physical, social, cultural, economic, and political) and their implications for
people’s lives and the earth’s sustainability. Through global learning, students should 1) become informed, open-minded, and responsible people who are attentive to diversity across the spectrum of differences, 2)
seck to understand how their actions affect both local and global communities, and 3) address the world’s most pressing and enduring issues collaboratively and equitably.

Framing Language

Effective and transformative global learning offers students meaningful opportunities to analyze and explore complex global challenges, collaborate respectfully with diverse others, apply learning to take
responsible action in contemporary global contexts, and evaluate the goals, methods, and consequences of that action. Global learning should enhance students’ sense of identity, community, ethics, and perspective-
taking, Global learning is based on the principle that the world is a collection of interdependent yet inequitable systems and that higher education has a vital role in expanding knowledge of human and natural
systems, privilege and stratification, and sustainability and development to foster individuals” ability to advance equity and justice at home and abroad. Global learning cannot be achieved in a single course or a single
experience but is acquired cumulatively across students’ entire college career through an institution’ curricular and co-curricular programming. As this rubric is designed to assess global learning on a programmatic
level across time, the benchmarks (levels 1-4) may not be directly applicable to a singular experience, course, or assignment. Depending on the context, there may be development within one level rather than growth
from level to level.

We encourage users of the Global Learning Rubric to also consult three other closely related VALUE Rubrics: Civic Engagement, Intercultural Knowledge and Competence, and Ethical
Reasoning.
Glossary
The definitions that follow were developed to clarify terms and concepts used in this rubric only.
Global Self-Awareness: in the context of global learning, the continuum through which students develop a mature, integrated identity with a systemic understanding of the interrelationships among the self, local and
global communities, and the natural and physical world.
Perspective Taking: the ability to engage and learn from perspectives and experiences different from one’s own and to understand how one’s place in the world both informs and limits one’s knowledge. The goal is
to develop the capacity to understand the interrelationships between multiple perspectives, such as personal, social, cultural, disciplinary, environmental, local, and global.
Cultural Diversity: the ability to recognize the origins and influences of one’s own cultural heritage along with its limitations in providing all that one needs to know in the world. This includes the curiosity to learn
respectfully about the cultural diversity of other people and on an individual level to traverse cultural boundaties to bridge differences and collaboratively reach common goals. On a systems level, the important skill
of comparatively analyzing how cultures can be marked and assigned a place within power structures that determine hierarchies, inequalities, and opportunities and which can vary over time and place. This can
include, but is not limited to, understanding race, ethnicity, gender, nationhood, religion, and class.
Personal and Social Responsibility: the ability to recognize one’s responsibilities to society--locally, nationally, and globally--and to develop a perspective on ethical and power relations both across the globe and
within individual societies. This requires developing competence in ethical and moral reasoning and action.
Global Systems: the complex and overlapping worldwide systems, including natural systems (those systems associated with the natural world including biological, chemical, and physical sciences) and human systems
(those systems developed by humans such as cultural, economic, political, and built), which operate in observable patterns and often are affected by or are the result of human design or disruption. These systems
influence how life is lived and what options are open to whom. Students need to understand how these systems 1) are influenced and/or constructed, 2) operate with differential consequences, 3) affect the human and
natural world, and 4) can be altered.
Knowledge Application: in the context of global learning, the application of an integrated and systemic understanding of the interrelationships between contemporary and past challenges facing cultures, societies,
and the natural world (i.e., contexts) on the local and global levels. An ability to apply knowledge and skills gained through higher learning to real-life problem-solving both alone and with others.
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Definition

GLOBAL LEARNING VALUE RUBRIC
for more information, please contact value@aacu.org

{\‘ A Assoctarion
of American
Colleges and

Universities

Global learning is a critical analysis of and an engagement with complex, interdependent global systems and legacies (such as natural, physical, social, cultural, economic, and political) and their implications for people’s lives and
the earth’s sustainability. Through global learning, students should 1) become informed, open-minded, and responsible people who are attentive to diversity across the spectrum of differences, 2) seek to understand how their actions affect
both local and global communities, and 3) address the world’s most pressing and enduring issues collaboratively and equitably.

Evaluators are encouraged to assign a zero to any work sample or collection of work that does not meet benchmark (cell one) level performance.

Capstone Milestones Benchmark
4 3 2 1

Global Self-Awareness Effectively addresses significant issues in the natural and | Evaluates the global impact of one’s own and others’ Analyzes ways that human actions influence the natural | Identifies some connections between an individual’s
human world based on articulating one’s identity in a specific local actions on the natural and human world. and human world. personal decision-making and certain local and global
global context. issues.

Perspective Taking Evaluates and applies diverse perspectives to complex Synthesizes other perspectives (such as cultural, Identifies and explains multiple perspectives (such as Identifies multiple perspectives while maintaining a value
subjects within natural and human systems in the face of | disciplinary, and ethical) when investigating subjects cultural, disciplinary, and ethical) when exploring subjects | preference for own positioning (such as cultural,
multiple and even conflicting positions (i.e. cultural, within natural and human systems. within natural and human systems. disciplinary, and ethical).
disciplinary, and ethical.)

Cultural Diversity Adapts and applies a deep understanding of multiple Analyzes substantial connections between the worldviews, | Explains and connects two or more cultures historically | Describes the experiences of others historically or in

worldviews, experiences, and power structures while
initiating meaningful interaction with other cultures to
address significant global problems.

power structures, and experiences of multiple cultures
historically or in contemporary contexts, incorporating
respectful interactions with other cultures.

or in contemporary contexts with some acknowledgement
of power structures, demonstrating respectful interaction
with varied cultures and wotldviews.

contemporary contexts primatrily through one cultural
perspective, demonstrating some openness to varied
cultures and wotldviews.

Personal and Social

Takes informed and responsible action to address ethical,

Analyzes the ethical, social, and environmental

Explains the ethical, social, and environmental

Identifies basic ethical dimensions of some local or

Responsibility social, and environmental challenges in global systems consequences of global systems and identifies a range of | consequences of local and national decisions on global national decisions that have global impact.
and evaluates the local and broader consequences of actions informed by one’s sense of personal and civic systems.
individual and collective interventions. responsibility.
Understanding Global Uses deep knowledge of the historic and contemporary | Analyzes major elements of global systems, including Examines the historical and contemporary roles, Identifies the basic role of some global and local
Systems role and differential effects of human organizations and | their historic and contemporary interconnections and the | interconnections, and differential effects of human institutions, ideas, and processes in the human and
actions on global systems to develop and advocate for differential effects of human organizations and actions, to | organizations and actions on global systems within the natural worlds.
informed, appropriate action to solve complex problems | pose elementary solutions to complex problems in the human and the natural worlds.
in the human and natural worlds. human and natural worlds.
Applying Knowledge to Applies knowledge and skills to implement sophisticated, | Plans and evaluates more complex solutions to global Formulates practical yet elementary solutions to global Defines global challenges in basic ways, including a
Contemporary Global appropriate, and workable solutions to address complex | challenges that are appropriate to their contexts using challenges that use at least two disciplinary perspectives | limited number of perspectives and solutions.
Contexts global problems using interdisciplinary perspectives multiple disciplinary perspectives (such as cultural, (such as cultural, historical, and scientific).

independently or with others.

historical, and scientific).
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